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  Hamburg, 26.09.2019 

 

MARFRAN 2K from Nordmann partner Francesco 

Franceschetti Elastomeri: TPE for soft-touch 

overmolding 

 

Modern multi-component processing technologies in plastics allow for products to be 

realized using two or more different materials within the same production cycle. 
These technologies, also known as 2- or 3K technologies, are used to combine two 

or more materials that have different mechanical characteristics and are processed 
together to create a single product. The most common case is a product made up of 
a more rigid part, typically functioning as a load-bearing structure, and a soft part 

that has specific functionalities such as sealing gaskets or providing surface texture 
(grip). 

 
If properly chosen, two materials can be transformed with 2K technologies such as 
bi-injection or co-extrusion. In such cases, these two materials are joined without 

the need of glues or assemblies of any kind – thus avoiding expensive manufacturing 
processes and making production faster. 

 
TPE thermoplastic elastomers can be overmolded onto all engineering polymers in a 
variety of applications: 

 
 furnishings sector: chairs, tables, design components, lights, windows, 

showers, slabs, wheels 
 mechanical instruments and tools: soft touch handles (high grip and non-

slip), connections, electrical insulation 

 automotive: bumper parts, tuning, ailerons, splash guards, components, car 
interiors with low VOC emissions, cables 

 sport and leisure: knobs and hobbies 
 
Nordmann partner Francesco Franceschetti Elastomeri has developed the new 

MARFRAN 2K series to feature excellent adhesion on a wide variety of substrates 
from polyolefins such as polypropylene and polyethylene to engineering polymers 

such as PC, PMMA, PS, ABS, SAN, PA6 + 66, and PET – as well as others. 
To evaluate the degree of adhesion between two different materials, Francesco 
Franceschetti Elastomeri follows the VDI 2019 standard and a procedure which first 

involves molding a specimen on a bi-injection machine. This specimen is then put 
under traction as part of peel strength testing in order to determine the strength 

necessary to detach the two materials. Peel strength then is calculated as the ratio 
between the detachment force in newton and the sample’s width in millimeters. This 
procedure provides customers with scientific data on which to base the adhesion of 

their materials. 
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About Francesco Franceschetti Elastomeri  

Since 1987 Francesco Franceschetti Elastomeri has been producing 

thermoplastic elastomers TPE compounds based on SEBS, SBS and TPO. 

The company is based in Italy providing innovative and customized solutions suitable 

for different applications and technologies such as injection molding, extrusion, film 

coating, blow molding and soft-touch overmolding. 

www.f-franceschetti.it 

 

About Nordmann  

Nordmann is a leading international chemical distribution company. With subsidiaries 

in Europe, Asia and North America, Nordmann distributes natural and chemical raw 

materials, additives and specialty chemicals around the world. As a sales and 

marketing organization, Nordmann links suppliers from across the globe to customers 

throughout the manufacturing industry. Nordmann staffs 450 employees worldwide 

and achieved €460 million in turnover in 2018. 
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